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136 homestate
quotaseats
remain vacant
atfive NITs

NEW DELHI, DHNS: A total of
136 seats reserved for students
belonging to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes under
home state quota remained va-
cant at five of the National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITS),
The joint seat allocation au-
thority (JoSAA) of the NITsand
the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (II'Ts) has sought permis-
sion of the HRD ministry to fill
up these seats with eligible can-
didates from otherstates due to
non-availability of candidates
from the home states. As the
JoSAA concluded the second
round of seat allocations forad-
missions to the premier techni-
cal institutes on Wednesday, a
total of 13 home quota seats re-
served for SC and ST students
remained vacant at BR Ambed-
kar NIT, Jalandhar, 1 at NIT
I3NIT Calicut, 42NIT
Nagaland, 3 Puducherry, 27
NIT Sikkim and 37 in Mizoram,
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Brown-out as backup to blackout

By Mail Today Bureau in
New Delhi

POWER Minlster Plyush
Goyal on Thursday said his
ministry i experimenting with
& brown- oul” technology,
which can provide some power
backup to households In the
event of a grid fallure leading
to blackouts. The suggestion
of brown-out was given to me
by my friend and IIT Chennal
Director Ashok Jhunjhunwala.
" In this, houses are provided
with u lower power DC line
along with the AC line that can
prove an alternate source of
electricity in case the grid fails
und there s a blackoul,” he
told reporters here.

He sald that he discussed the
technique with the ofMicials in

the Power Ministry und have
started two pllot projects to
test i,

" JThunjhunwala conducted a
test on 100 houses in Chennal,
but we wanted to test it on n
Larger seale. Bo, we sturted Lwo

flot projects, one In

ajasthan's Falaud! and the
other in Bibar's Sasaram, The
technology looks a bit expen-
sive, but it can help in provid-
ing an aiternate source of
power,” he explamed.

In a bid Lo make electriclty
avatlable to all, Goyal sald

ernment is planning

0 launch a scheme
where consumers
can pay for the
new connection in
monthly Install-
ments over a

case of

Piliot project

Is on to give
houses backup In
rid fallure

period of five yesrs and will be
able to avall the service on
demand. The minister also dis-
clogsed that to safeguard the
country's power plants from
any possible cyber atiack, the
govermment ix trying to evolve
0 mechanism  und  has
entrusted the tusk to o retired
IPS ofMicer to come out with a
framework, Union Minister
Plyush Goya! said toduy.
Bpeaking at Infocom 2016,
the minister termed cyber
uttacks us clearly a very seri-
ous issue,
Goyal sald that unfor-
tunately the hackers
these davs are a
step ahead and
even the most
developed

nations faced

the problems in this regard.
" They have gone to hack Tam
told even the records of the
Pentagon .. So eleurly at the
end of it we all have to worry
about that and I am particu-
larly conecerned about it . We
ure looking at what cun be
done,” he sald.

He added that if there (s a
hacker then somebody i Lhere
who can detoct the hacker.
The Minister stressed that
these kinds of technological
challenges will keep coming on
and ways have (o be evolved Lo
tackle them

Terming technology as a tool
to pr%mss the Minister sald
from to 50 years from now
things would completely
change lves with digital dis-
ruption,
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ALL IN A DAY'S WORK: New HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar takes charge at his office in New Delhi on Thursday. p

Javadekar seeks to eliminate rote learning

NEW DELHE Human Resource
Development (HRD) Minister
Prakash Javadekar on Thurs-
day pitched for doing away
with the long drawn practice
of rote learning in country’s
schools,

He said “positive transfor-
mation” of children was only
possible if they are allowed to
ask questions in classes,

“If a child asks questions in
schoaol, he is asked 1w sit down.
This should not go on. We need
1o promote
inguisitiveness,..children
should ask questions,” he said
while addressing an event here
about an hour before assuming
charge of the HRD Ministry

Javadekar underlined that
innovations were lncking in In

dia because inquisitiveness of
students was not being appre-
ciated in the couniry’s schools.
“Why do we lack innovation in
India? It's because we don't al-
low guestioning. Innovation is
essentially a process of rebel:
lion, Unless you rebel, unless
you challenge the status quo,
how can you innovate any-
thing? We need 1o promote in-
quisitiveness, children should
ask questions,” the newly ap
pointed HRD minister said.

Javadekar assumed charge
of his new ministry assuring
that the “Team HRD™ will ad-
dress all the issues and chal-
lenges that the country’s edu-
cation sector was currently
facing.

Great opportunities will be

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR:
Why do we lack inno-
vation in India? It's be-
cause we don't allow

questioning...Unless
you rebel, unless you
challenge the status
quo, how can you inno-
vate anything?

unlocked for education sector
in India, he added.

Smriti, who is now Textile
Minister, was expected to join
Javadekar at the time of his as-
suming charge of the HRD
Ministry. She, however, did not
tm up,

When asked, the newly ap-

pointed HRD Minister told re
porters that Smriti could not
make it 10 the occasion as she
was preoccupied with some
other work,

Javadekar later held an in-
troductory meeting with the of
ficials of the HRD Ministry and
ook stock of the ongoing work.

He also discussed with the
officials about Swayam, the
Massive Online Open Courses
programme (Moocs) lor stu-
dents of higher educationin In-
dia, The much awaited pro-
gramme, developed by a
consortium of the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (117s) and
Indian Institute of Science
(11Sc), is likely 1o be rolled out
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on August 15.



Statesman ND
08/07/2016 P-07

READY TO TAKE
OFF": JAYANT
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New Delhi, 7July: Shifted out
of the Finance Ministry,
Jayant Sinha today said he
isexcited to "take off" inhis
new role as the minister of
state for civil aviation.

Aftertak ng chargeof his
new portfolio, hemet senior
colleague Ashok Gajapathi
Raju and other officials at
the ministry including sec-
retary R NChoubey. Former
minister of state for civilavi-
ation Mahesh Sharma was
also present.

"Excited to "take off at
Civil Aviation Ministry
under Ashok Gajapathi ji's
guidance.” Sinha said ina
tweet. Amember of the Lok
Sabha representing Haz-
aribagh in Jharkhand,
Sinha studied atIIT, Delhi,
University of Pennsylva-
nia and Harvard Business
School. By profession he is
a venture capital manage-
ment consultantand hedge
fund manager He isalso a
global expert on entrepre-
neurship and technology,
according to an official
release.

In another tweet, Sinha,
whowaseardierministerof
state for finance, thanked
finance minister ArunJait-
ley for all his support and
guidance. "Thanked my
team at Finance Ministry for
all their long hoursand ter-
rific work!.” he tweeted. I8
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II'T prots to offer

coaching classes
via4 DTH channels

By Astha Saxena in New Delhi

TAKING the concept of Digi-
tal India to another level, var-
ious professors from Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
will soon be providing coach-
ing classes to engineering
aspirants through four DTH
channels.

These channels will be available
free of cost through Doordar-
shan's Free Dish DTH platform,
and the aspirants will only have to
secure a Set-Top Box to watch
these channels.

The initiative will be launched by
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on August 15, The move will not only
reduce dependence on coaching cen-
tres but will also reach out to the stu-
dents who are living in rural areas
and cannot afford Lo pay the fee for
expensive crash courses.

These video lectures will be com-
plled by top prolessors of the six ITTs
- Bombay, Madras, Delhi, Kharag-
pur, Eanpur, and Guwahati. The
Department of Spaceé has agreed to
allocate two transponders on a
GSAT series satellite to tele-
cast it live across the
channels. “The profes-
sors, teaching aspi-
rants through the four
DTH channels, will
cover the entire syl-
labus of Joint
Entrance Examina-

Each
subject will
have 10 teachers
who are the best in

their respective fields

e % N
o

These video lectures will be compiled by top professors of the six 1ITs
— Bombay, Madras, Delhi, Kharagpur, Kanpur, and Guwahati.

tion (JEE). There will be a link on
Youtube too," Prof V Ramgopal Rao,
director, ITT-Delhl, told Man, Tonay.
The IIT-Delhl is coordinating the
entire programme. The Ministry for
Human Resource and Development
(MHRD) has already made all nec-
essary arrangements. Accord-
ing to experts, thealmis to
provide information
Athout losing the con-
cept of JEE syllabus
MHRD's initiatives
to introduce DTH
learming and mobile-
app-based learning

will help JEE aspirants to @ great
extent, The HRD ministry is already
working on a plan to create an ITT-
Pal app which would have free high-
quality study material in 11 lan-
guages including English, Hindi,
Bengall, Tamil, Telugu, Odiya, Kan-
nada, Malyalam, Marathi, Gujarati
and Punjabl. Also, the top 100 stu-
dents who have scored well in JEE
will be Invelved In the programme Lo
provide assistance to professors
“These students will act as assistant
professors and prepare a module on
which the professors will work,”
added Prof Rao
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| respect academia... will ensure all
are partners in progress: Javadekar

New HRD minister says
improving quality of
education top challenge;
says will take forward
good initiatives by Irani

By Prasnany K. Naxna
prasitant, n@livendnt.com
W DEL
day before he Tormally
tnkes charge as human
esource  development
(HRD} minister, Prakash Java
dekar on Wednesday sounded a
note of conclliation with stake-
holders in the education sector
and promised (o try and take
everyone wlong

Javadekar also stressed his
credentials for the job, 10 which
he moves from the environment
ministry,

“Lam passiopare ahout educa-
rion. In the last 40 vears, | am
into education in different
roles — from student politics... 1o
belng o member In parliamen
tury committee on HRD" said
Javadekar, who replaced Smriti
Irani In Tuesday’s cablnet refig.

Irani’s term was conlronta
tional, featuring run-ins with
academin and students of insti-
tudons (neluding the elite Indian
Institutes of Technology (111s),
Indian Institutes of Management
(1IMs ), Delli Univessity, Hydera -
bad Unlversity and fawabarlal
Nehru University (INU).

“I respect academia... I will
see that everybody is a partnes
in progress.” Fivadekar said at his
official residence in New Delhi,
asserting that he would fulfll the

i

&

Leaming curve Jecvrdekar said he would foens on “chareter building”

through edueation,

responsibility Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had handed
him.

During the term of the United
Progressive Alllance (UPA) gov
ernment, lavadekar was 4 mem
ber of the parlinmentary panel
attached to the HRD ministry
that verted draft education bills
including the foreign university
hill, the education malpractice
bill, and the mattonal counetl for
higher education and research
bill that attracted controversy.
Most of them have not seen the
light of day,

“The new minister is a good
listener but he has inherited sev
eral confrontations and misman

agement at the higher education
level” sald a Delhl University
professor, who declined 1o be
named.

“The Immediate challenge In
front of him Is the cholee
between rhetoric and action for
improving the education sector”
the professor sald,

favadekar himsell said the
main challenge was to improve
the quality of education,

After o meeting with 1op
bureaucrats of the HRD ministry
who gave him a presentation on
the Xev initiatives the ministry Is
undertaking, he said: “The ques
tion is whether education is ful
filling the asplrations of the poor

ar not,

"We today reviewed primary
(school) education and higher
education projects. We will
come out with our road map.” he
said

A ministry official, who
attended the meeting termed the
new minister asa "very good lis-
tener’

Terming lrani o “little sister’,
lavadekar said he will take for
ward the good Initatives stiared
by her. He has invited Trani to
come to the function where he
will officially take charge of the
ministry on Thursday

“We (Iranl and he) had a good
meeting todav..She is coming
tomormow to my functlon” fava
dekar said.

The Indian education sector is
one of the biggest (n the world
and caters to over 300 million
students vig 1.4 million schools
and over 45000 colleges and
universities

Authorities said that the min-
ister may take up the new educa-
ton policy immediarely,

“A portion ol the policy is
already online and we are get-
ting good feedback, 1 will look ar
it (after taking charge)” Java
dekar suid about the education
policy, which among other
things may bring back the Class
X board exam, amend the
no-detention policy In schools,
promote Sanskec and vilue edu-
cation

Javadekar sald he would focus
on “character building” through
education; the lest public fune.
tion he attends In his new role is
on 10 July in Pune. Its subject:
respecting teachers.
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